
For further information please contact:

Calderdale Youth Offending Team
3 Trin i ty  P lace

Hal i fax
HX1 1BD

Telephone
01422 368279

Fax
01422 368483

E-mail
info@calderdaleyot.org.uk

Equal Opportunities
At all times you have the right to be treated fairly and without

discrimination. This means the Youth Offending Panels and YOT staff will
treat you fairly whatever your race, colour, sex, sexuality or disability. You

are also expected to behave equally  fairly towards other people.

Complaints Procedure
If you feel you have been treated unfairly or unreasonably by the YOT or
Youth Offender Panels you can make a complaint. To do this, contact the

Calderdale YOT Manager at the above address.

Data Protection
The Calderdale Youth Offending Team deals with personal data under the

Data Protection Act 1998. Some of these may be sensitive such as criminal
offences, proceedings and convictions. We may share some or all of them
with other Council departments, our agents, service providers or other

third parties. When involving any third party we shall take all reasonable
steps to ensure that they will keep your personal data secure and treat it

confidentially. If you are worried about giving us your personal details
or about us sharing them with others, please discuss this with

the member of staff who is dealing with your case.
We will explain what you can do.

Accessibility
These information leaflets are available in a number of different formats

and languages from our Halifax office, or from our website.

Variat ion and discharge of  the
Order

Parents '  c ircumstances and needs may change
dur ing the Order.

I f  th is  ar ises parents can apply d irect ly  to the
Cour t , or a f ter d iscuss ion with the Youth
Offending Team Off icer an appl icat ion can be made
by h im/her to the Cour t .

What i f  I  don't  keep to the
condit ions of  the Order?

I f  a  Parent does not comply with the requirements
of  the Order then Breach Proceedings wi l l  take
place .

This  means that  the parent wi l l  be summonsed to
appear in the Magistrates Cour t where e i ther an
Absolute Discharge , Condit iona l  Discharge ,
Curfew Order or a Community Rehabi l i tat ion
Order can be imposed, in addit ion up to a  £1000
f ine can be imposed.

Hopefu l ly, problems can be resolved before Breach
Proceedings take p lace . I t  i s  impor tant that  you,
as  a  parent , keep in regular contact  with those
who are working with you to in form them of  any
change in c ircumstances which a f fect  your ab i l i ty
to attend.

“Attending the parenting group meant I
was able to ta lk to him better and deal
with our problems.”

A Parent
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Making Calderda le Sa fer

Parenting
Order

A straightforward guide
to parenting orders and

how they affect you
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“My relat ionship with my son was at
rock bottom -  I  just  didn’t  know
how to cope .”

A Parent

Parents are the most in f luent ia l  people in their
young person’s  l i fe  but often the re lat ionship
between parents and especia l ly  the ir  teenagers can
become stra ined. This  can cause a great  dea l  of
anguish for parents who can often fee l  powerless
as a  result .

Calderda le Youth Offending Team is  committed to
help ing parents by looking at  the ir  problems and
reinforc ing their  strengths and sk i l l s . Parent ing
Orders are one of  a  range of  d i f ferent parent ing
inter vent ions provided by the YOT.

What is  a  Parenting Order?

The Parent ing Order comes under the Crime and
Disorder Act 1998 to provide help and suppor t to
Parents when their  ch i ld gets  into trouble .

A Cour t can make an Order on a Parent/Guardian
of  a  young person who is  e i ther :

1 Convicted of  an of fence .

2 Placed on an Ant i  Socia l  Behav iour 
Order.

Parent ing Orders can a lso be made i f  a
Parent/Carer has been convicted of  an of fence
under Sect ions 443 or 444 of  the Educat ion Act
1996 -  fa i lure to comply with School  Attendance
or ensure the chi ld 's  regular attendance at  School .

Parenting Orders are not designed
as a  punishment a lthough, to begin
with, it  may feel  that  way.

The Cour ts and the Youth Offending Team
recognise that  many parents can have per iods
when the re lat ionship with their  ch i ld becomes
di f f icu l t , especia l ly  when they become teenagers .

The a im of  th is  Orders is  to of fer help, gu idance
and suppor t to Parents to ass ist  them in keeping
their  ch i ld out of  trouble .

Who can be given a Parenting
Order?

Any parent , marr ied or unmarr ied, or carer that  a
young person l ives with , inc luding any Step Parent .
I t  can a lso be made separate ly  on a parent who
may not l ive with a ch i ld but has regular contact .

How long is  the Order?

Parent ing Orders can last  up to 12 months , and
can have two components .

These are :

Core Component

Parents attend counsel l ing or gu idance 
sess ions no more than once a week for up
to 3 months , as  spec i f ied by the member 
of  the Youth Offending Team respons ib le 
for superv is ing the Order.

Addit ional  Component

The Cour t can impose an addit iona l  
e lement which may require Parents to 
exerc ise control  over their  ch i ld 's  
behav iour, for example ensur ing they 
attend School  regular ly.

How does the Court decide to issue
a Parenting Order?

Before the Magistrates dec ide to make a Parent ing
Order they wi l l  carefu l ly  cons ider a l l  the
in format ion before them.

They must be sat is f ied that  the making of  the
Order would help prevent the young person from
re-of fending .

To help the Magistrates reach their  dec is ion they
wi l l  request  in format ion from the Youth Offending
Team.

What i f  I  can't  attend Court on that
day?

Parent ing Orders can st i l l  be imposed without a
parent being present .

I t  i s  s t r o n g l y  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  p a r e n t s
d o  a t t e n d  C o u r t , t o  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  c h i l d ,
a n d  t o  h av e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x p r e s s

t h e i r  v i e w s  i f  a s ke d  t o  b y  t h e  C o u r t .

I f  you are i l l  or have an emergency you should
contact  your Sol ic i tor stra ightaway. You may be
asked to provide a s ick note or proof  of  reason
for absence .

Right of  Appeal

Parents do have the r ight  to Appeal  aga inst  the
making of  a  Parent ing Order. This  can be done
through a Sol ic i tor who can adv ise you of  your
r ights .
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