
For further information please contact:

Calderdale Youth Offending Team
3 Trin i ty  P lace

Hal i fax
HX1 1BD

Telephone
01422 368279

Fax
01422 368483

E-mail
info@calderdaleyot.org.uk

Equal Opportunities
At all times you have the right to be treated fairly and without

discrimination. This means the Youth Offending Panels and YOT staff will
treat you fairly whatever your race, colour, sex, sexuality or disability. You

are also expected to behave equally  fairly towards other people.

Complaints Procedure
If you feel you have been treated unfairly or unreasonably by the YOT or
Youth Offender Panels you can make a complaint. To do this, contact the

Calderdale YOT Manager at the above address.

Data Protection
The Calderdale Youth Offending Team deals with personal data under the

Data Protection Act 1998. Some of these may be sensitive such as criminal
offences, proceedings and convictions. We may share some or all of them
with other Council departments, our agents, service providers or other

third parties. When involving any third party we shall take all reasonable
steps to ensure that they will keep your personal data secure and treat it

confidentially. If you are worried about giving us your personal details
or about us sharing them with others, please discuss this with

the member of staff who is dealing with your case.
We will explain what you can do.

Accessibility
These information leaflets are available in a number of different formats

and languages from our Halifax office, or from our website.

About Volunteer Roles

These are all Volunteer Roles. As volunteers you will
not get paid but you will receive:

Travelling costs
Out-of-pocket expenses
Full training, support and supervision

You do not need any formal qualifications but you do
need to be:

Over 18 years-of-age
Able to relate well to young people
Reliable and able to commit around 2 or 3 
hours per week
Free from criminal convictions which precludes
contact with young people (convictions would 
not automatically exclude volunteers - offences
will be assessed in accordance with the role.)

As a volunteer you will be provided with an interesting
role which will give you:

A chance to help young people in trouble
The opportunity to learn about the law
An understanding of the work of the Youth 
Offending Team

The Team aims to recruit a diverse group of volunteers
to help support individual young people. If you are
interested or would like further information, please
contact:

Susan Milne
Volunteer Co-ordinator

Calderdale YOT
3 Trinity Place

Halifax
HX1 2BD

Telephone:
01422 368279

E-mail:
susan.milne@calderdale.gov.uk
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Appropriate Adults

Appropriate Adults  were introduced with the
Pol ice and Crimina l  Ev idence Act 1984 (PACE) .
The Act states that  young people cannot be
inter v iewed without a  parent or other Appropriate
Adult  be ing present .

Somet imes parents are not ab le to attend and an
Appropriate Adult  i s  needed. As an Appropriate
Adult  you wi l l  suppor t a  young person between 10
and 17 years who is  be ing quest ioned at  the Pol ice
Stat ion about an of fence that  they are suspected
of  committ ing .

Your role is  to ensure that  the young person’s
wel fare needs are met and that  the inter v iew is
conducted fa ir ly. You are not there as a  lega l
representat ive , but you can provide suppor t and
informat ion on the benef i ts  of  receiv ing lega l
adv ice .

Mentors

Mentors provide pos i t ive suppor t and
encouragement to young people aged under 18
years , who have become involved with the Youth
Offending Team.

Mentors meet regular ly  with a young person for a
t ime- l imited per iod to tr y and meet spec i f ic  a ims.
This  could inc lude tak ing an act ive interest  in
engag ing their  involvement in soc ia l  or
recreat iona l  act iv i t ies .

The overa l l  a im is  to prevent a  young person from
re-of fending , to encourage compl iance with any
bai l  condit ions and to explore and bui ld up a
young person’s  soc ia l  and educat iona l  ab i l i t ies .

Referral Order Panel Members

Panel  members co-ordinate a meet ing that  has
been ordered by the Youth Cour t . Any young
person aged between 10 and 17 years who pleads
gui l ty  to an of fence , and who has not prev ious ly
been to Cour t , wi l l  have to attend a Youth
Offender Panel  meet ing .

The Panels  are impor tant because they br ing
together members of  the loca l  community who, as
Panel  Members , work a longs ide the young
of fender, the ir  parents and a lso v ict ims.

Panel  members wi l l  ta lk  and l i s ten to these key
people and agree , with the young person, a p lan of
act ion that  i s  des igned to put r ight  the harm they
have a lready caused and to prevent fur ther
of fending .

Other Opportunities

Alternat ive ly, i f  you have any specia l i sed sk i l l s  or
access to resources which you would l ike to share
with young people involved with the Youth
Offending Team, we would be p leased to hear from
you.
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